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Introduction  

 

The new excavations in the so-called ñTermas do forumò in the very centre of the town 

site of Ammaia are a collaboration of the University of Evora, Ghent University and the 

Foundation Cidade Romana de Ammaia. A first campaign, under the direction of C. 

Corsi (UEvora) and F. Vermeulen (UEvora/UGent), and with terrain supervision by 

archaeologists J. Carvalho and S. Borges (Foundation Cidade de Ammaia) and D. 

Taelman (UGent), took place from July 7
th 

2008 for a period of three weeks. About 20 

students, from the universities of Lisboa, Algarve and Gent, took part in the fieldwork, 

as part of their field training programme. 

 

 
 
Fig. 1 General location of the bath complex SE of the forum of Ammaia. The bath complex is  cut by the 

Portalegre road 



The main aim of this research, in the same area of the earlier excavations in this sector
1
 

was to map and study in more detail and over a larger surface, the complex of (possible 

public) baths, located directly south of the forum. Not only is it necessary to have a 

better understanding of the whole plan of this bathhouse (which was partly destroyed by 

the construction of the road to Portalegre), but also is it essential to date its prominent 

phases of construction, use and eventual abandonment. The complex could be a crucial 

element in the urbanisation and more monumentalized Romanisation of this central part 

of the city, and needs therefore good stratigraphical excavations. Furthermore, is this an 

area of the archaeological site which can be further developed as a key sector for open 

air museum display and a good reference point in the future development of the 

archaeological park of Ammaia, especially in relation with the monumental forum area.  

 

 
 
Fig. 2 The team at work in July 2008. 

 

As strategy of research this first year it was decided to continue first in the ñquadradosò, 

which were already partly excavated in earlier years, but to join these individual blocks 

into one ñopen areaò excavation. Digging the intermediate banks would give additional 

insight into the stratigraphy of the area, while the more open aspect of the site after this 

and further campaigns would give the general public a better overview of the 

(preserved) archaeological structures. At the end of the campaign an extension towards 

the south was also dug (see further). 

Numbers of Unidade Estratigraficas have been assigned to all the layers already brought 

to light in the former excavations (including walls) and a "ficha de USò has been filled 

for each of them. The numbering of US has been kept updated with the progresses of 

excavations. 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Between 1996 and 2003 several small scale excavation campaigns have been carried out in this sector 

south of the road to Portalegre. The digs where organized  mostly under the auspices of the Foundation 

Cidade Romana de Ammaia and only a short preliminary report on this work was published: BORGES, 

S., A cidada romana de Ammaia as termas do forum (notícia preliminar), Ibn Maruan, 12, 2003, pp. 85-

97. 

 



 
 

 
Fig. 3 General plan of the excavated architectural structures with indication of the sectors of excavation 

(ambiente= Amb.) 

 

 

AMB. A  

 

One of the main features excavated during the earlier digs was a bath basin situated in 

Ambiente A. Its context and relation with other features could now be studies more in 

detail. After the phase constituted by Amb. B (see further), the basin Amb. A was built 

partially destroying the wall US 31.  It is very likely that at the moment that the wall US 

23 was built, room "B" was filled at least until the upper remaining level of wall 23, as 

is proven by the rough technique of the outer side of the wall, which was clearly built 

against some kind of earthwork.  

 

The original amb. A was delimited by walls 23, 17 and 28, but we have no clear ideas 

about the original western wall, at the moment constituted by the wall US 25 and the 

bench or staircase US 27, which leaned against the second phase addiction of mortar 

("cocciopesto") revetment (US 80). 

 



 
 
Fig. 4 Connection point of walls US 28, US 31 and US 22-23 between Amb. A and B. 

 

This first phase basin was plastered with "cocciopesto" (a type of opus signinum) (US 

18), as is visible also on wall US 28. On the northern wall (US 17) a revetment of 

marble slabs has been carefully displayed (preserved height: +/- 60 cm). 

It is not clear whether the "cocciopesto" (US18) and the marble slabs originally reached 

the corner between US 17 and 23. Surely, in a second phase, the slabs have been 

partially taken away to facilitate the building of wall US 22. The latter has been 

interpreted as a system to reduce the capacity of the basin or eventually a wide bench to 

lie on. 

The wall US 22 has been plastered with a new layer of "cocciopesto" (US 20), partially 

covering the marble slabs US 19, but also covered by other slabs (one is probably 

sandstone) that could be reused.  

 

 
 
Fig. 5 View of the basin with steps/seats in Amb. A 

 

Probably to this second phase belongs the upgrade of the walls US 17 and 23, with the 

walls US 24 and 81. This upgrade has been done together with an additional thick layer 

of "cocciopesto", that has been laid down in the NW corner (US 80), covered with 

marble slabs (these too likely reused). 

Against this slab, the western wall US 25 has been built, with the bench 27, both 

plastered with "cocciopesto" (US 26). The surface of this bench/step US 27 is made 


