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Introduction

The new excavations inthe-soal | ed ATermas do forumo in th
site of Ammaiaare a collaboration of the University of Evpfahent Universityand the

Foundation Cidade Romana de Ammaia. A first campaign, under the direction of C.

Corsi (UEvora) and F. Vermeuler{UEvora/UGent) and with terrain supervision by
archaeologists]. Carvalho and S. Borges (Foundatiorddie de Ammaiapnd D.

Taelman (UGent)took place from July 72008 for a period of three weeksbout 20

students, from the universities of Lisboa, Algarve and Gent, took part in the fieldwork

as part of thie field training programme

& ’ %u.
P AN
F-d L4 351}\ %

4 AN

Fig. 1 General location of the bath complex SE of the forusnafnaia The bath omplex is cut by the
Portalegreoad



The main aim of this research, in the same area of the earlier excavations in this sector
was to map and study in more detail and over a larger surface, the complex of (possible
public) baths, located directly south of theuior. Not only is it necessary to have a
better understanding of the whole plan of this bathhouse (which was partly destroyed by
the construction of the road to Portalegre), but also is it essential to date its prominent
phases of construction, use and euehtatbandonment. The complex could be a crucial
element in the urbasation and more monumentalizedrRanisation of this central part

of the city, and needs therefore good stratigragieixcavations. Furthermore, is this an
area of the archaeological sidich can be further developed as a key sector for open
air museum display and a good reference point in the future development of the
archaeological park of Ammaia, especially in relation with the monumental forum area.

Fig. 2 The team at work in July 2008.

As strategy of research tifisstyear it was decided to continue
which were already partly excavated in earlier years, but to join these individual blocks
into one fAopen areaod excavation. Digging tl

insight into the stratigqphy of the area, while the more open aspect of the site after this
and further campaigns would give the general public a better overview of the
(preserved) archaeological structures. At the end of the campaign an extension towards
the south was also dugde further).

Numbers of Unidade Estratigraficas haverbassigned to all the layers already brought

to light in the former excavations (including walls) and a "ficha d@ & been filled

for each of themThe numbering of US has been kept updated thighprogresses of
excavations.

! Between 19961 2003severasmall scaleexcavatiorcampaign$iave been carried out in this sector
south of the road to Portalegre. The digs wheganizedmostly under the ausps of theFoundation
Cidade Romana de Ammaaad only ashortpreliminary reporbn this work was publishe®BORGES,
S., A cidada romana de Ammaia as termas do forum (noticia prelimimafjaruan 12, 2003, pp85-
97.
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Fig. 3 General plan of the excavatdhitecturalstructureswith indication of the sectors of excavation
(ambiente Amb.)

AMB. A

One of the main features excavated during the earlier digs Wwakh basinsituated in
Ambiente A.lts context and relation with other features could now be studies more in
detail. After the phase constituted by AnmiB.(see further)the basin Amb. A was built
partially destroying the wall US 31. It is very likely that at the moment that the wall US
23 was built, room "B" was filled at least untilet upper remaining level of wall 23, as

is proven by the rough technique of the outer side of the wall, which was clearly built
against some kind of earthwork.

The original amb. A was delimited by walls 23, 17 and 28, but we have no clear ideas
about theoriginal western wall, at the moment constituted by the wall US 25 and the
bench or staircase US 27, which leaned against the second phase addiction of mortar
("cocciopesto") revetment (US 80).



Fig. 4 Conection point of walls US 28, US 31 alkb 2223 between AmbA and B.

This first phase basin was plastered with "cocciopesto"pg@ ¢fopus signinum(US

18), as is visible also on wall US 28. On the northern wall (US 17) a revetment of
marble slabs has been carefully displayed (preserved heigb0 ¢m).

It is not clear whether the "cocciopesto” (US18) and the marble slabsadlsigieached

the corner between US 17 and 23. Surely, in a second phase, the slabs have been
partially taken away to facilitate the building of wall US 22. The latter has been
interpreted as a system to reduce the capacity of the basin or eventuallybeemitdo

lie on.

The wall US 22 has been plastered with a new layer of "cocciopesto” (US 20), partially
covering the marble slabs US 19, but also covered by other slabs (one is probably
sandstone) that could be reused.

Fig. 5 View of the basin with steps/seats in AAb.

Probably to this second phasedrals the upgrade of the walls US 17 and 23, with the
walls US 24 and 81. This upgrade has been done together with an additional thick layer
of "cocciopesto”, that has been laid down in the NW corner (US 80), covered with
marble slabs (these too likely rexas.

Against this slab, the western wall US 25 has been built, with the bench 27, both
plastered with "cocciopesto” (US 26). The surface of this bench/step US 27 is made



